
In 2008 acclaimed North Caro-

lina artist-architect Woody Middle-

ton visited The Wreck. On looking

out over Shem Creek's imperfectly

perfect wooden pilings, welcoming

fowl, weathered shrimp boats, and

magnificent marsh, he said, "This is

the most splendid representation of

the Lowcountry, and I hope it stays

like this forever."

- The Food, Folklore, and Art of

Lowcountry Cooking

Lowcountry Seafood

Dining

106 Haddrell Street

Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina 29464

Tel: (843) 884-0052

FAX: (843) 856-6449

www.wreckrc.com

thewreck@wreckrc.com

Hours

Open Daily 5:30 to 8:30 pm

Fridays & Saturdays ‘til 9:30 pm

At 3 p.m. on September 21, 1989, the sky was

clear and sunny. Shem Creek was quiet, some would later

say serene - hardly a fitting herald for hurricane Hugo.

Only seven hours later, the eye of Hugo, the enormous

Category IV hurricane, passed directly over the spot where

the restaurant now stands. During the passage of the

storm, the water in Shem Creek rose quickly and did not

stop until it had risen eight feet and higher. The Richard &

Charlene, a derelict North Atlantic style trawler, next

door at the Wando dock, was lifted with such force that

the pile to which it was moored came right out of the

bottom. Then, after the calm of the eye passed over, the

ferocious hurricane winds came with unbelievable power

from the West, turning the derelict trawler around,

breaking it loose, and driving it over the neighboring dock,

causing the deck planking to fold up like an accordion.

When the monster had finally passed and the water

receded, the trawler had impaled its enormous bulk on the

bare pilings. For nine months the ruined trawler sat in

place, immovable, washed over daily by the tides until

finally removed by salvagers, never to sail again.

It is in memory of this indelible event that the

existing restaurant on the same site has been named The

Wreck of the Richard & Charlene.
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